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East Side
Story

Michael Coplans takes a tour of a revived
Lower East Side in New York — and tries

out Manhattan's “first
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ia 18 and [ was fortunsie that o new

kosher hotel
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East Side. The Blue Moon
the Tenement Museum o
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ave been like
ing the pogroms of Eastern Eur
22 apariments were squeezed imto a
plot sized for a single family,

The apartment that caught my at-
tention had belonged 1o Abram and
£ipe Heller who made the perilous
wrargey froam Lathuania to New Yook
im 1901, Em route, their nasme chasnged
from Heller w0 Rogarshevsky and,
oncein Americs, oo Bosenthal. Like-
wise, on the perilous journey from
Lithuamia, our family name changed
from Novikbhovich to Koplanski be
fore becoming Coplans.

Enthused by the staries of the
suffering and wiamphs of these
brave imhabirans, | decided wo delve
Further inco the rich and fascimar-
ing history of the neighbourhood
I pouned a walking tour with Mark
Levy, a haxuriantly bearded extrovert
from Brooklyn whe, with his equally

| exmrowvers son Man, rans The Levy's

Armerica As You Like 208742
BI99; www armencaasyoulifoeit
com) offer a three night bresk

at the Blue Moon Hotel (www
bleemoan-rye.com, 001 212 533
S0E0) '|-.-|r~u MAKeL the 88-buti-
mess olass carmier, from £1 '3‘~ or
flying Virgin, from £620. Rabes
per person, based on two sharing
Best Guide: New Yaork City (Lo
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Side story

Unigue New York toars. Mazrk isone
of these few naurally gifted guides
who can bring a neighbourhood o
life. He painted Lower East Side life
omn a large and vibrani canvas thai
would make E L Doctorow proud.
We visited Serauss Square, once the
bub of Jewish life in Manhkatsn, and
Seward Library, on Seward Park
East Broadway. Such was the pas-
sionate thirst among the immigrants
1o acquire the knowledge and skills
necessary 1o pursuwe the American
dream, that the hibrary bad 1o impose
anBrce-hour e lamil oh palrons.
The success of the Jewssh com-
wv in the Lower East Side
"mle.-.'ﬂul'.c-.l itsendasa |rl.l.|\l'

Harry met Sally]
vas the area gentrfies

whiere

el inee one of New York's most
sough-after neighbourhoods, many
atbers are shuring up shep.

I spent much of my tme in the
Lower East Side just wandering its
cramped streets. On Dalancey Street
— where much of “Crossing De-
lameey,” that wonderfial 1988 movie
about Jewish life, was filmed — [ ate
hagels large emough o sanisfy 2 pre-
dier Michael Winner and discovered
hip cafés, cool bars and ethnic res-
taurants like the Paladar on trendy
Ludlow Street. Rivington Street is
now co-pamed Rabbi Yaakov Way
— and, i you doa’t know who Rabby
Yaakor 4, then comsalt the bhillboard
on [alancey which advertises the
Ask the Rabhi wehsite

I ook a sirall down che Bos
where, bess than a decade ago,
sane and the virtuous feared to
tread. DMngy tenerment buildings are
being transformed into dazzling,
mil-lson-daller condominiums and
dime store shop-fronts are reborn as

ber-cool bars. The Bowery bums have

e Williamsburg Bridge amnd, il
strained my meck, | could spoa the
Empire State Building, some 40
Blosks uprown

A kasher restrurant is due 1o apen
¢ bvotel and 5 the quality of the
is anything like that which
Randy's wile cooked up for us one
Frid 1ght durisg my visi, guess
are i for a trest. In the meantime

there is no shorage of kosher, moa-
kosher and koaker-style catenes in
the surrounding srects,

The history of the immigran:
experienoe is brilliamcly chromicled
i the Tenement Museam, across the
poadd from the Blee Moon at 97 O
chard Strees. v is theonly preserved
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been replaced by willowy wprawn
girls, strutting down the street in
their Jimmy Choo's with equally wil-
lowry bovs in | Lindberg jeans.

Twalked south 1o Chatham Square,
where the “Lower, Lower East Side™
— ar LoLLES if you're in the real es-
tate business — eollides with an ever
expanding Chinavcown. Here, nestling
o a busy miersection is the tiny First
Shearith lsrael Graveyard, the oldest
Jewish cemetery in New Yok [t wasto
this kimbe casts that my uncle, theartist
John Coplans, would escape from the
ity ﬁ'cﬁzy in his latter years

T sat in its tiny I.ﬂfgmm

and shed a tear for the l.l.'}'
man, who inspired me 1o abandon &
well paid “carcer” in sales for the less
lucrative warld of writing. His wosds
echoed from his nearby ELTS
dio: “My bay, our family were not

destined for the business warld, they
are amists. Live your dream, don't
waste your life chasing dollars!™
The Lower East Side is remarkably
well placed for trips 1o many of New
York's attractions. It borders Linle
Italy, Chinsown and the East Village
and is in walking distance of 3ok,
Tri.Beﬁ. Nalita and Wall Sureer,
shopaholics, Macy's is just five
stops Erm the Dalemeey Sureet sub-
statson and the shopping meccas
“f-‘ﬂrh Madison and Lexington a
mwltohmps further. The Lower
East Side has its own reinil attrac-
tions, designated a bargain district.
Adfter a few days in the Lower East
Side I couldn’t help but speculate
thar, bur for o twist of fate, I could
have grown up on these crowded
streets and this could have been my
*hood.
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