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New Orchard St. hotel blends in with historic block

Continued from page 1

the Lower East Side 1o see. It is only when the eye wan-
ders 10 the rooftops that a clue o the block’s latest addi-
tion pops cut: 100 Orchard St. seems to have sprouted a
wiiole new building.

Randy Settenbrino stands across the street and looks
over at this building — his building — from a high swop.
100 Orchard is full of construction workers, exposed
wires and pipes, metal and dust, bue the three new-look-
ing floors that have grown out of dhe top of ihis Bve-siory
enement are proof that Settenbring’s vision 35 well on its
Wy,

Developers today “are building cheap vanilla white
baoxes, killing the facades,” says Settenbrino, 42, “There is
nod much respect for the architecture. They're imposing
thelr will on the seructures. 1 decided I wanted o do some-
thing specinl.”

That special something is the Blue Moon, an eight-
story, 22-suite hotel that Settenbrine hopes will himor the
soul of the building and the neighborhood’s immigrant
past by vetaining the originol tenement'’s facade and fire
escape design, and mixing elements of the old interor with
simple, howricus rooms that have a period feel. On the
ground floor, Settenbring is even planning a kesher restau-
mant spt:cia|i:l:i11lg; in mrigrant fare {t,urnphzb: with takeaut
window to lure the neighborhood’s younger, cooking-
impaired restdents),

Settenbrino has been on the block for vears as a mer-
chant, selling high-end ltalian menswear a1 a store called
Moda Moda. The opportunity arcss to buy half of 100
Orchard in 1998; after several years of wrangling with the

\ Orchard St.
. hotel meshes
new and old

BY JESSICA MINTZ
On Crchard S berwesn Delancey and
Broome, the road is paved with cobble-
stones — or at least looks like it is, The
block is & ‘mix of the truly old and the
new-old, Longtirve sellers of fumiture
and wlligator skin'shoes face off with the
% Tenement Museum and the Laboratorio
‘Drel Gelato, but all share the nightly glow
of recently- installad bishop's croak-siyle

B cereet nmps, © o |
. Locking souih,the tenement facades
line up 'h.f:;t:lj.', A trademark view that
i Jewish immigranss knew and (heir chil-
dren and their grandchildren sill iravel 1o
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Three stories have been added to 100 Orchard St fora hotel project.

owner of the other half, he completed the purchase in
2000,

Years ago, soys Settenbrino, buildings like his would
have twe stores on the greund floor, While they were
designed for apariments upstairs, the costs and bureau-
cracy involved in being a Mew York City landlord became
increasingly prohibitive, and much of the time the upper
foors would =it empry.

When 100 Orchard was guited, Settenbrino was on
site, the puardian angel of every artifact that might be sal-
vaged, refinished by hand and reinstalled in the building:
walmut shingles, old armolres, bankster poste, period illus.
irations and old lecks, horseshoes and bortles,

“We even found poker chips and bullcts,” says
Settenbring, “in the same room!”

Settenbring, with o newsboy cap perched jauntily on
his head and a smard vest hiding much of his gray striped
zhirt, doesn't fit exacitly inte the modemn era himself. He
chats in Yiddish with Jocal business owners, and his office
on Essex 51, is like a community cemter, he zays, with
evervome stopping by to use the fax. Although his famdly
hag been in America for 3 few generations, he channels his
Tewish/Tialian Immigrant past into an enthusiasm for the
irappings of the old days that is infectious. When the horel
opens in spring of 2004, Settenbring hopes the siaff will
share his appreciation for the 19205 and "30%, down to his
love for what he calls the fun music of the time — fimmy
Durante, Eddie Cantor, Benny Goodman.,

Serrenbrino first trained a5 a paimter, but B has ome

foot in construction and one in the restaurant business,
o trades that have mun in has familys bloodsiream for
penezations. This new business, oo, remaing very much in
the family. The Blue Moon &= named a5 a nod to the Half
Moon hotel in Coney Island, built by his great-geandfather,
He's hired his brother, Richard, 10 work on finishing the
interior, And the spirit of his grandmothers — one, a
Russian Jew and pogrom surviver whe informed many of
his personal values, and the other, an Italian restaurateur
in Breoklym — are present on Orehard St today.

Settenbring hopes the Blue Moon will be a good netgh-
bor o the Tenerment Museum ond Lower East Side resis
dents alike. Andrew Flamm, executive director of the
Lower East Side Business Improvement District, is
pleased that the development promises to be “physically
consistent with the rest of the neighborhood” while filling
aneed in the aren for sccommodations, a burden lightened
by the concurrent construction of the swanky glasscon-
ered Surface hotel being developed by Paul Stallings a few
blacks nosth on Rivington.

Whether it also fills a latent neighborhood nesd for
Grandma Ida's keerklenen (ground meat-ond-diced-potato
patties) and Papa Funzie's scaesla (lentil and escarole
stewd, two items on Settenbrino’s menu-in-progress, will
have 1o wait for spring to be tested.



